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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration 
a report  on  the  conditions  affecting  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  your  district  for  the  past  year,  with  compara- 
tive statistics,  and  a resume  of  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department.  Embodied  in  the  report  will  also  be  found  a 
survey  of  the  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the  past  five 
years. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  district  under  your  care  consists  of  the  township  of 
Burley-in-Wharfedale,  together  with  the  hamlet  of  Wood- 
head,  situate  one  mile  away  on  the  edge  of  the  moor.  In 
extent  it  is  3,133  acres,  and  lies  wholly  on  the  right,  or 
south,  bank  of  the  River  Wharf e,  midway  between  its  source 
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on  Pen-y-Ghent  and  its  junction  with  the  Ouse,  and  in  shape 
is  an  irregular  diamond  measuring  miles  E.  to  W.  and 
in  a S.E.  and  N.W.  direction.  Bounded  on  the  North  by 
the  Wharf e,  the  lowest  point  being  192ft.  above  mean  sea 
level,  the  land  rises  by  a series  of  old  river  terraces  to  a 
height  of  1,300ft.  on  Rombalds  Moor.  The  sub-soil  is 
alluvial  clay,  containing  many  boulders.  The  surface  of  the 
moor,  forming  the  catchment  area  of  our  water  supply,  is 
formed  of  millstone  grit,  and,  where  not  bare  rock,  is  covered 
with  a thin  covering  of  peaty  soil  formed  by  the  disintegra- 
tion of  the  rock  and  decay  of  heather,  grass,  and  bog  mosses. 
Boulders  turned  up  in  tilling  the  soil  show  evidences  of 
glacial  action,  and  on  one  part  of  the  moor  there  is  a deposit 
of  lime,  evidently  deposited  there  from  the  Craven  district  by 
the  melting  glaciers  of  former  ages.  Deposits  of  gravel  are 
abundant,  due  to  the  same  agency.  Three  streamlets  from 
the  moor  find  their  way  to  the  river,  and  serve  to  drain  the 
land.  The  moors  are  given  over  to  the  preservation  of 
grouse,  and  a certain  number  of  sheep  belonging  to  free- 
holders have  a right  of  pasturage.  Many  public  and 

permissive  paths  over  the  moors  are  marked  out,  so  that  the 
health-giving  properties  of  these  highlands  can  be  enjoyed  by 
any  who  care  to  seek  them.  The  lower  ground  is  chiefly 
devoted  to  pasturage,  many  farms  dotting  the  landscape, 
some  of  the  milk  produced  being  conveyed  to  neighbouring 
towns.  The  district  has  proved  attractive  to  business  men 
of  Leeds  and  Bradford,  who  have  built  themselves  houses  on 
the  uplands,  and  a large  number  of  our  residents,  with 
business  outside,  find  it  healthy  and  convenient  to  live  here. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  1921  census  was 
3,811,  and  is  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1925  to  be  3,934. 
About  200  inmates  of  Scalebor  Mental  Retreat  are  included 
in  the  estimate,  but  are  omitted  in  calculating  the  rates  of 
mortality,  etc.,  in  this  report.  The  rateable  value  of  the 
district  is  £21,707,  and  a penny  rate  yields  £90  8s.  lid.  In 
1852  the  population  was  1,895,  and  the  rateable  value  about 
£7,000.  At  the  last  census  (1921)  the  number  of  houses  and 
families  was  890,  the  houses  being  mostly  good  substantial 
stone  buildings.  Of  late  years  the  exigencies  of  the  situation 
have  resulted  in  the  substitution  of  brick  for  stone,  and  all 
recent  erections  are  of  that  material. 
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Social  Conditions. — The  chief  source  of  industry  in  the 
village  is  the  worsted  mills  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Fison  and  Co. 
Ltd.,  where  the  processes  of  wool  sorting,  combing,  spinning, 
and  weaving  are  in  operation.  The  works,  when  fully  engaged, 
employ  about  800  persons,  and  their  prosperity  is  intimately 
associated  with  the  well-being  of  the  village.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  no  local  occupation  for  young  men  who  are  too  old 
for  the  mill,  and  they  have  to  find  work  in  the  machine  shops 
of  Otley,  or  go  farther  afield.  The  result  of  this  is  that  they 
generally  leave  the  village  permanently,  so  that  the  popula- 
tion does  not  show  that  increase  which  should  be  expected. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  .■ — The  total  number  of  births  during  1925  was  58 
(28  males  and  30  females),  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  is 
equal  to  15-5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  less  than 
the  rate  for  the  whole  country,  viz.,  18-3.  In  the  previous 
year  the  rate  of  birth  was  16-6;  in  1923,  13-8;  in  1922,  16-2; 
and  in  1921,  19. 

Deaths  . — The  deaths  of  30  persons  were  recorded  (14 
males  and  16  females),  yielding  an  annual  rate  of  8 per  1,000 
living,  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  being  12-2.  The  rates 
for  the  four  previous  years  were  11,  9-1,  12-6,  and  9-4. 

Cause  of  Death. — The  only  remarkable  item  under  this 
head  is  the  occurrence  of  seven  deaths  from  cancer  or 
malignant  disease  of  a similar  nature;  last  year  I reported  8, 
and  5 in  1923.  As  in  other  districts,  it  appears  that  the 
disease  is  on  the  increase,  or  cases  are  more  accurately 
diagnosed  than  formerly.  In  any  case  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  such  cases  should  be  attended  to  as  early  as 
possible,  as  it  is  only  in  the  early  stages  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  knowledge,  we  can  promise  a cure. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  four  infants  under  12 
months  old  were  reported.  This  is  more  than  our  usual 
average,  and  the  rate  for  the  year  is  equal  to  68-8  per  1,000 
born;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  75.  For  the 
previous  year  our  rate  was  only  17-5, • and  in  1923  57  per 
1,000  born. 
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General  Health. — The  year  was  not  characterised  by  any 
special  outbreak  of  disease.  We  had  the  tail-end  of  the 
previous  year’s  scarlatina,  and  four  cases  were  notified  in 
January,  no  others  were  notified  during  the  year.  During 
the  last  five  years  we  have  had  occasional  visits  from  scarla- 
tina and  measles  of  a mild  type,  and  an  occasional  case  of 
diphtheria.  These  cannot  be  set  down  to  any  local  cause 
prejudicial  to  health,  being  introduced  from  neighbouring 
districts. 

No  death  from  tubercular  respiratory  disease  was  reported, 
nor  had  we  any  case  of  enteric  or  typhoid  fever.  It  is  many 
years  since  the  latter  complaint  was  prevalent,  but  forty 
years  ago  it  was  endemic,  and  an  outbreak  occurred  every 
autumn ; this  was  in  the  days  when  open  ashpits  were 
common.  Summer  diarrhoea  is  rarely  observed,  a tribute  to 
the  good  sanitary  state  of  the  village  and  a safe  milk  supply .. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

Birth  Rate 

15-5 

16-6 

13-8 

16-2 

19  1 

Death  Rate  ... 

8 

11-9 

9-1 

12-6 

9-4  per 

Zymotic  Death  Rate... 

0 

0 

•52 

•28 

•28  V 1,000 

Phthisis  DeathRate  ... 

0 

0 

•78 

•84 

•28  living 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 

1-3 

DG 

•78 

•84 

1 

f per 
75-5  -i  1,000 
i born 

Infantile 

68-8 

17-5 

57 

70 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

—For 

this 

purpose  your  district  i 

under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Wharfedale  Union,  Otley,  three 
members  representing  the  village  on  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
For  the  past  year  the  contribution  order  served  upon  the 
Overseers  for  Poor  Law  purposes  only  was  <£1,129,  and  the 
county  rate  demand  <£4,787.  During  the  past  five  years 
this  “call”  has  varied  from  <£7,006  5s.  lOd.  in  1921  to 
£5,787  8s.  2d.  in  1924.  In  1902  the  precept  was  only 
£801  15s.  2d.  The  total  amount  paid  in  Out-door  Relief 
during  the  year  was  £249,  the  recipients  being  20  in 
number — 2 men,  13  women,  and  5 children. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals. — The  County  Council  SanatoriLim  at  Middle- 
ton,  three  miles  away,  is  available  for  cases  of  tuberculosis,. 
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but  we  have  not  had  patients  there  for  some  time.  Infectious 
diseases,  namely  scarlatina,  enteric,  and  diphtheria,  are 
treated  at  the  Wharfedale  Isolation  Hospital,  one  mile  away, 
but  outside  your  area.  This  is  a well-built  and  equipped 
institution,  and  can  admit  some  76  patients — 50  scarlatina, 
16  diphtheria,  and  10  enteric  or  observation  cases.  The 
charge  to  you  is  one  guinea  per  week  for  each  patient,  and 
in  addition  there  is  the  annual  precept.  Cases  of  smallpox 
are  provided  for  in  a separate  and  distant  building.  During 
the  past  year  it  was  useful  in  the  case  of  one  patient.  There 
are  no  other  hospitals  supported  by  your  Council,  and  severe 
accidents  or  illnesses  are  sent  to  the  large  Infirmaries  of 
Bradford  and  Leeds. 

A motor  ambulance  is  employed  by  the  Hospital  for 
collecting  the  cases  reported,  and  there  are  ambulances  at 
Guiseley,  Otley,  and  Ilkley  available  for  severe  accidents ; 
these  are  established  and  supported  by  the  local  St.  John 
Ambulance  Associations,  Clinics,  etc. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  one  day  weekly. 

Day  Nurseries,  none. 

School  Clinics,  under  care  of  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  Otley,  County  Council. 

Venereal  Disease,  Bradford  and  Leeds  Infirmaries. 

Officers, — The  officers  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
Public  Health  Acts  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part 
time)  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  latter  is  also 
Surveyor  to  the  district  and  Waterworks  Manager. 

Nursing, — There  is  a highly  competent  Nursing  Associa- 
tion in  the  village,  and  a small  annual  subscription  entitles 
anyone  to  the  services  of  a fully-trained  Nurse.  The  system 
works  well,  and  has  been  in  operation  over  forty  years,  being 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  Nurse 
attends  all  cases  except  those  of  an  infectious  nature.  The 
Association  is  maintained  entirely  by  voluntary  effort,  and 
is  independent  of  local  or  county  authority.  No  midwives 
practise  in  the  district,  all  maternity  cases  being  attended 
by  a medical  man  or  the  Nurse,  who  holds  the  C.M.B.  certi- 
ficate. 

The  total  cost  for  the  year  1925  was  £207  18s.  9d.,  paid 
by  voluntary  contributions. 
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The  Pathological  Laboratories  of  the  County  Council^ 

Wakefield,  are  available  for  reports  on  blood,  sputum,  or 

throat  swabs.  Prompt  replies  are  obtained  and  greatly  assist 

local  practitioners  in  their  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  ETC. 

These  are  as  follows  : — 

Burley  Water  Act,  1873. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  adopted  2nd 
January,  1893. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  adopted  2nd 
January,  1893. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  adopted  6th  August,  1895. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  adopted 
18th  May,  1896. 

Burley  Waterworks  Act,  1899  (Passed  6th  June). 

Burley-in- Wharf edale  and  Menston  Joint  Sewerage  Order, 
July  22nd,  1902. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Regulations,  February  5th, 
1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  October  8th, 
1908 

Sections  15  to  33  (except  sec.  26)  in  part  II.  and 
part  III.,  and  sections  52  to  68  (except  sec.  61)  in 
part  IV.,  and  sections  62,  93,  and  95  in  part  X. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings,  drainage  of 
existing  buildings,  common  lodging-houses,  slaughter- 
houses, removal  of  house  refuse,  &c.,  allowed  6th  IMav, 
1912. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water. — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  gathered  on 
the  high  moorland,  free  from  all  contamination,  and  stored 
in  reservoirs  having  a capacity  of  33  million  gallons.  It  is 
soft  in  character,  having  a temporary  and  permanent 
hardness  of  3.  Before  filtration  it  has  a yellowish  tint,  due 
to  the  peaty  nature  of  the  gathering  ground.  This  is 
removed,  with  any  suspended  mattor,  by  treatment  with 
ferro-aluminate  in  a mechanical  filtering  plant  devised  by 
Messrs.  Bell  Bros.,  Manchester,  and  installed  in  1915.  The 
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soft  nature  of  the  water  is  neutralised  by  the  addition  of 
lime.  The  filtering  plant  is  housed  in  a compact  and  tidy 
building  at  Woodhead,  and  is  daily  supervised  by  the  Water 
Manager.  The  supply  is  constant  and  ample,  every  house  in 
the  village  being  directly  supplied.  There  is  no  risk  of 
shortage  even  in  the  driest  of  summers ; in  fact,  you  are  able 
to  share  your  abundance  with  your  neighbours,  and  over  6 
million  gallons  were  last  year  supplied  to  Menston  and 
Yeadon.  In  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  appended 
to  this,  is  a detailed  analysis  of  the  water  by  the  County 
Analyst.  In  his  remarks  he  states  that  this  is  a water  of 
the  highest  organic  purity,  and  has  no  action  on  lead. 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year  was  33-28  inches,  equal  to  the 
average  for  19  years. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  Wharf e is  a clean  river,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  authority  on  its  banks  to  try  and  keep 
it  clean.  One  cause  of  pollution  had  to  be  dealt  with  during 
the  year.  The  stream  receiving  trade  effluent  from  Messrs. 
Gill’s  Bleachworks  became  foul  and,  owing  to  the  prolonged 
drought,  offensive.  On  investigation  it  was  found  to  be  due 
to  imperfect  filtration  at  the  works,  and  some  attempts  have 
been  made  to  remedy  the  nuisance.  This  stream  for  many 
years  received  a certain  amount  of  overflow  from  three  cess- 
pools on  the  Elm  Grove  Estate.  During  the  year  these 
antiquated  conveniences  have  been  removed  and  the  whole 
area  connected  with  our  main  drainage  system.  It  was  an 
extensive  business  laying  9in.  and  12in.  pipes  through  a 
considerable  area,  but  the  efficiency  resulting  will  more  than 
justify  the  outlay.  All  sewers,  manholes,  and  gully  traps 
are  regularly  inspected,  cleaned,  and  disinfected,  and  no 
complaints  are  ever  heard  concerning  any  nuisance. 

The  Burley  and  Menston  Conjoint  Sewerage  Board  are 
laying  down  an  entirely  new  system,  the  one  operating  for 
the  last  15  years  being  considered  out  of  date'.  These  works, 
situated  one  mile  from  the  village  on  the  East  side,  are 
designed  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  Burley  and 
Menston.  Drains  and  sewers  to  new  houses  are  all  tested 
before  being  passed  and  covered  in.  Sixteen  new  drains  to 
existing  houses  have  been  laid  during  the  past  year- 

Closet  Accommodation. — Considerable  improvement  has 
been  effected  during  the  past  few  years  in  the  conversion  of 
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privies  into  the  water  carriage  system,  your  subsidy  of  £4  in 
each  case  being  an  incentive  to  the  owners  to  take  action. 
During  the  past  year  five  such  alterations  took  place,  and 
35  w.c’s  were  fixed  in  new  houses.  Fourteen  were  altered  in 
1924,  and  since  the  part  payment  system  was  adopted  in 
1903,  252  old-fashioned  conveniences  have  been  changed  to 
the  modern  system.  At  the  present  time  we  have  only  12 
privies  with  open  middens,  22  covered  middens,  213  pail  or 
tub  closets,  57  waste  water  and  692  ordinary  water  closets, 
or  a total  of  996.  The  work  of  converting  is  still  going  on, 
and  I anticipate  that  in  the  near  future  all  conveniences  in 
the  village  will  be  on  the  water  carriage  system,  though 
some  of  the  old  type  may  survive  in  the  outlying  farm- 
steads. 

Scavenging. — This  somewhat  disagreeable  work  has  been 
done  without  any  serious  complaint,  and  1,328  loads  of  refuse 
have  been  carted  to  the  tip  of  the  “ Poor  Field,”  at  a cost 
of  £430  13s.  This  could  be  materially  reduced  if  house- 
holders would,  as  requested,  burn  combustible  refuse  in  the 
kitchen  fires  instead  of  depositing  waste  vegetable  matter, 
etc.,  in  the  dust-bins. 

Smoke  Abatement. — There  was  no  complaint  of  smoke 
nuisance  from  the  three  chimneys  in  the  district,  and  we  may 
consider  that  we  get  all  the  sunshine  which  the  clouds  of 
Nature  will  allow. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  visited  at 
unexpected  times,  and  everything  found  in  a cleanly,  sani- 
tary condition.  I had  to  condemn  one  carcase  of  a heifer 
badly  diseased  with  tubercle.  Butchers  and  other  meat 
purveyors  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  instructions  in 
the  Act  of  1924.  No  food  in  shops  or  visiting  hawkers 
needed  condemning. 

Milk  . — This  important  food  receives  constant  attention. 
The  cowsheds  are  frequently  visited  and  inspected.  During 
the  past  five  years  great  improvements  have  been  made  in 
all  the  mistals,  the  result  of  our  inspections,  and  although  I 
could  not  pass  all  as  Al,  some  are  equal  to  that  grade,  and 
the  others  produce  a milk  of  reasonable  purity.  There  are 
23  dealers  in  milk  on  the  register. 
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Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidated  Order,  1915, 
which  comes  into  force  July,  1926,  the  standard  of  all  cow- 
sheds has  to  comply  with  that  demanded  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  graded  milk.  It  would  appear,  therefore, 
that  if  a farmer  has  by  Statute  to  comply  with  this  Order, 
he  should  surely  go  one  step  further  and  produce  milk  of 
Grade  “A”  designation,  and  thus  recompense  himself  for 
his  outlay. 

Bakehouses  ai'e  kept  in  a satisfactory  state.  The  report 
of  Mr.  Wright,  your  Inspector,  shows  internal  evidence  of 
a large  amount  of  important  and  conscientious  work. 

Housing. — Some  activity  has  been  evident  in  the  building 
trade,  and  we  are  now  in  a fair  way  to  get  our  needs  satisfied. 
New  houses  to  the  number  of  25  were  erected  during  the 
year,  and  all  are  occupied.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  16 
Council  houses  are  finished  and  occupied,  and  25  others 
nearly  ready.  Plans  on  a new  estate  are  also  ready  for  an 
expanding  number  of  others. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  includes  in  his  report  a full 
list  of  all  inspections  of  milk,  houses,  nuisances,  and  water 
supply.  Any  fault  found  was,  as  a rule,  quickly  remedied, 
and  no  drastic  action  was  needed  to  get  the  work  done. 

Like  many  other  districts,  we  were  caught  short  of  houses, 
and  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding  resulted,  the  chief 
cause  being  young  married  couples  with  their  families  living 
wdth  their  parents.  This  condition  is  being  overcome,  and 
in  the  near  future  will  be  eliminated.  The  population  has 
not  increased  to  any  marked  extent,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
many  insanitary  houses  will  be  condemned  when  the  tenants 
can  get  better  accommodation. 

Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  housing  is  good,  the 
older  buildings  being  substantially  constructed  of  stone,  with 
gardens  attached,  and  the  new  ones  of  brick  are  comfortable 
and  tidy.  The  water  supply  and  closet  accommodation, 
together  with  regular  removal  of  refuse,  are  quite  satis- 
factory. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1925. 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  25 

With  State  assistance  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

By  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

By  other  persons  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
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Unfit  Dwelling-houses — 

Total  number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Total  number  found  defective  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  number  remedied  without  formal  notice  11 

No  proceedings  under  Statutory  Powers  were  necessary, 
20  Defects  were  remedied  by  owners  after  receiving 
formal  notices. 

No  closing  orders  nor  demolition  orders  were  issued. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  analyzed,  and  in  each 
case  it  was  pronounced  of  good  quality.  One  dealer  in  the 
area  is  licensed  for  the  supply  of  “Grade  A,”  so  that  this 
quality  is  available  for  those  who  need  it. 

PRIVATE  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


1920.  Jan..  192:-.  Dec..  1925. 
Registered  ...  ...  3 ...  3 ...  3 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1920  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Scarlatina  7 5 7 4 32  4 

Diphtheria 6 3 0 5 4 0 

Erysipelas  3 1 110  0 

Pneumonia  3 112  2 3 

Ophthalmia  - 2 - - - - 

Enteric  - 1 - - - - 

Septic  Throat  ...  - 1 - - - - 

Encephalitis  - - - 1 1 - 


The  epidemic  of  scarlatina  in  1924  was  undoubtedly  spread 
by  the  exposure  of  children  in  an  infectious  state.  Diph- 
theritic anti-toxin  is  provided  in  necessary  cases  by  the  local 
authority. 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  examined 
and  reports  made  by  the  well-equipped  laboratories  of  the 
County  Council  at  Wakefield. 

A careful  watch  is  made  for  return  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
and  in  1924  two  clear  cases  were  notified. 

All  premises  where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  are 
thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected  by  the  local  staff. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  1925. 

Admitted 

Disease.  Total  Cases.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  4 ...  2 ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  4 ...  0 ...  0 

T uberculosis : 

New  Cases  notifted  in  192.5: 

1 Pulmonary. 

1 Non-pulmonary. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. 

In  concluding  this  rather  long  report,  I wish  to  place  on 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  invariable  courtesy  and 
attention  with  which  all  my  suggestions  have  been  received.  . 

I am,  gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1925. 


To  the  Medical  0-fficer  of  Health. 


Sir, 


loth  January,  1926. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  niy  Report  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Water  Supply. — The  Rainfall  for  the  year  taken  at 
Hollin  Nook  reservoir  was  33-28  inches.  The  average  for  the 
last  19  years  is  33-46  inches.  The  maximum  rainfall  recorded 
fell  in  the  year  1912,  being  43-13  inches. 

Owing  to  the  protracted  drought  during  the  Summer 
months,  it  was  necessary  on  two  occasions  to  draw  water 
from  High  Lanshaw  collecting  reservoir,  below  the  overflow. 
On  the  first  occasion  the  reservoir  was  emptied  to  a depth 
of  5 feet  6 inches  below  the  overflow,  but  within  a month 
had  filled  up  to  within  2 feet  6 inches  of  the  overflow. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Yeadon  and  Menston  were  supplied 
with  a total  of  6,743,000  gallons  of  water  from  June  to 
September,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  curtail  the  consumption  in  any  way. 

A three-inch  water  main  was  extended  on  Back  Lane 
Estate  to  supply  the  houses  in  course  of  erection  on  that  site. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  an  Analytical  Report  by  the 
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County  Analyst  upon  a sample  of  wat-er  taken  from  Hollin 
Nook  Reservoir: — 


Nook  Reservoir — Grains  per  Gallon. 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chlorine  (combined)  ...  ...  ...  ...  -(iO 

Nitrites ' 0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -0014 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  *0021 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  Hardness  (Clarke’s  Scale)  ...  ...  2-8 

Action  on  Bright  Lead  Surface  after  24  hours  l/5th 


Observations : — This  is  a water  of  the  highest  organic 
purity.  It  is  very  soft,  and  yet  the  action  on  bright  lead 
surface  in  24  hours  is  so  small  that  the  water  itself  will 
scarcely  take  up  any  lead  when  standing  in  old  service  piping. 

It  was  necessary  to  overhaul  one  of  the  mechanical  filters 
owing  to  the  collecting  pipes  being  blocked  up  with  sand. 
They  are  both  now  working  satisfactorily. 

The  application  of  lime  and  allumina  ferric  to  the  water 
supply  is  being  constantly  regulated  to  give  the  best  results 
as  shown  by  tests. 

The  contamination  of  Woodhead  Beck  by  sewage  from  Elm 
Grove  is  now  eliminated,  as  the  drains  have  been  connected 
to  the  public  sewer.  After  the  sewage  was  diverted  the  beck 
was  cleaned  out  by  the  CounciTs  staff. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Woodhead  Beck  was  polluted  by 
the  effluent  from  the  Bleachworks,  and  caused  a nuisance  in 
the  village  near  the  beck.  The  persons  responsible  were 
approached,  and  have  since  been  endeavouring  to  turn  out 
an  innocuous  effluent  by  installing  more  appropriate  plant 
for  dealing  with  this. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — New  9-inch  and  12-inch  sewers 
have  been  laid  from  Elm  Grove,  Elm  Grove  Allotments, 
Ashy  Lane,  Prospect  Road  and  Langford  Lane.  The  Station 
Road  sewage  above  Langford  Lane  is  now  diverted,  and  thus 
relieves  the  main  sewer  in  the  village.  9-inch  sewers  have 
been  laid  to  the  Manse  Road  Housing  Scheme. 

Sixteen  new  drains  to  existing  houses  have  been  laid  during 
the  year,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  and  tested. 
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The  house  gullies  have  been  regularly  cleaned  out  and 
disinfected  by  the  Councirs  staff. 

The  manholes  and  sewers  have  been  periodically  inspected, 
and  cleansed  when  required. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Five  conversions  from  privy  to 
w.c.  accommodation  have  been  effected  during  the  year.  The 
Council  grant  <£4  for  each  of  these  conversions.  One  privy 
ashpit  was  converted  to  a pan  closet,  and  35  new  W.C.’s 
were  installed. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  of  each  type  of 


accommodation  in  this  district : — 

Privies  with  open  midden  ...  ...  ...  12 

Privies  with  covered  midden  ...  ...  ...  22 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  W.C.’s  692 


996 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  1,328  loads  of  manure 
from  privies,  middens,  pail  closets,  and  dustbins  were 
removed  to  the  tip  in  the  Poor  Field,  at  a cost  of  £439  13s. 

A few  minor  complaints  were  received,  but  were  found  not 
to  be  due  to  negligence. 

Housing. — 25  new  houses  have  been  erected,  all  by  private 
enterprise.  Out  of  these  20  are  subsidy  houses,  on  which, 
apart  from  the  Government  Subsidy,  the  Council  has  given 
£400  in  grants. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  plans  approved  by  the 
Council  in  1925  : — 


Temporary 

Permanent 

Buildings. 

Buildings. 

DwelHng- houses 

Alterations  and  Additions  to 

0 

29 

Dwelling-houses 

0 

5 

Business  Premises 

2 

0 

Alterations  to  Business  Premises 

(t 

0 

Garages 

2 

1 

Cowsheds 

0 

0 

Piggeries,  Tool  Houses,  etc. 
Drainage  Schemes  for  Existing 

4 

0 

Houses 

0 

0 

Lay-outs  of  Building  Estates  ... 

0 

..  - 1 

Total 

29 

5 

2 

0 

3 
0 

4 

0 

1 


8 ...  3()  ...  44 


Totals 
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All  foundations  and  damp-proof  courses  in  connection 
with  the  above  have  been  inspected  and  new  drains  tested. 

A commencement  was  made  with  the  Councihs  Housing 
Scheme  of  20  houses,  but,  owing  to  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
contractors,  none  were  occupied  at  the  year  end. 

The  Bye-laws  with  regard  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
and  Drainage  to  Existing  Buildings  were  revised,  and  the 
new  clauses  embodied  should  do  much  to  encourage  house 
building  owing  to  relaxations,  such  as  reduced  width  of 
carriageways  and  cheaper  methods  of  construction  now 
allowed. 


Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  24 

Informal  Notices  for  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  2 

Housing. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Buildings  in 

course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  ...  44 
Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  defective  ...  17 
Number  of  Houses  remedied  after  Informal 

Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Outstanding  at  year  end  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances. 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  after  Informal 

Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 


Water  Supply. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  Leaky  Services  or  Insufficient 

Supplies  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  remedied  after  Informal  Notice  ...  16 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspection.— 

The  Slaughter-houses  were  visited  as  much  as  possible,  and 
were  found  to  be  clean. 
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A carcase  of  a heifer  was  voluntarily  submitted  for 
inspection,  and  found  to  be  tubercular.  As  the  disease  was 
generalised  the  whole  carcase  was  condemned.  The  carcase 
was  slashed,  soaked  in  disinfectant  fluid,  and  removed  to- 
Ilkley  Refuse  Destructor  Works,  and  cremated. 

No  objection  could  be  found  to  the  Butchers’  Shops.  The 
meat  was  kept  in  a cleanly  manner,  the  shops  well  ventilated, 
and  meat  not  exposed  to  contamination  from  the  street. 

No  unfit  food  was  discovered. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — These  were  regu- 
larly inspected  and,  where,  necessary,  notices  were  served 
requiring  whitewashing.  One  Milk  Seller,  one  Wholesale 
Producer,  and  one  Cowkeeper  and  Retailer  were  registered. 
In  the  latter  case  it  was  necessary  to  alter  the  drainage 
system.  This  was  put  in  order. 

At  present  there  are  23  Retailers  and  Wholesale  Milk 
Purveyors  on  the  register. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — No  notices  were  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

All  the  Bakehouses  are  kept  in  a cleanly  state. 

There  is  one  Jam  Factory  on  a very  small  scale.  Verbal 
iustructions  were  given  in  this  case  to  remove  refuse,  etc., 
and  keep  the  place  in  a more  tidy  state. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Four  premises  were  disinfected  as 
follows  : — 

After  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

After  Tuberculosis  (not  pulmonary)  ...  ...  1 

After  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  thank  you  for  your  valuable 
assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

E.  J.  WRIGHT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


